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SELECTED INVITED ARTICLE

Diversity- the essence of life

As a German, I feel fortunate to be spending a year in Assam, and I marvel at many
wonderfully different and exciting things around me ..... the diversity of life .... the
Bio-diversity

Let's take lunch, for example: Thali. A thali is a fantastic concept. Arranged around a
mound of steaming white rice, I'll find small, mouthwatering helpings of seasonal
vegetables, daal, and fish I had never heard of before — sometimes they don't have
English names. Chutney, and pickle round off the meal. I can actually taste plant
diversity by sampling the thali of the adjacent region — or even the neighboring village,
for that matter. I find the same dishes on my plate, yet they are not identical. There's a
slight variety in flavor, due to slightly different preferences and environmental
surroundings. “Indian cuisine” offers a stunning kaleidoscope of scents and textures.
In my personal opinion, Assamese cooking balances these particularly well, allowing
the fresh mild flavors to unfold perfectly.

This, basically, amounts to a perfectly tangible example of biodiversity. Try to picture
aworld without...

What if all your meals were alike, made from processed imported foods? What if you
missed your favorite alu pitika (with a dash of mustard oil and just enough jolokiya to
tickle your tongue)? Or never savored the refreshing sweet juiciness of a ripe winter
orange, sprinkled with black salt? Imagine a Maagh Bihu —boasting only one type of
pitha, just one choice of laddu. Variety is the very essence of food culture. This variety
results from different edible and non-edible plants, themselves products of
biodiversity.

Biodiversity envelopes us all. Living in cities, choking from exhaust fumes and traffic
noises, we seem to lose touch with the greenery surrounding us. Especially in a place
as beautiful and lush as Assam, though, one doesn't have to go far to be reminded of
the essence of life.

Let's cherish and embrace all the diversity our lovely planet is offering to us — who
knows? Maybe we'll end up gaining a more conscious interesting, a more rewarding
and a more conscious lifestyle.

Julia Kiefer (Intern)
Centre for Environment Education, North-East Regional Cell.
E-Mail:julia.kiefer@t-online.de
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SELECTED INVITED ARTICLE

An insect — A thread and Million Livelihoods

“Otikoi senehor mugare mohura
Tatukoi senehor maku
Tatukoi senehor Rongali bihuti
Nepati kenekoi thaku ”

(Paraphrase in English: Very dear is the Muga bobbin and dear is the shuttle, still dearer is the
Rongali bihu, how can I stay without celebrating it).

The bobbin and shuttle mentioned in the Bihu song represents the loom that is dearer
to the Assamese women along with the festival- Bihu. Linked with culture, the essence
of rearing silkworm and weaving silk fabric forms the base of sericulture industry.

Sericulture, a traditional silk producing technology and a major agro- based cottage
industry of Assam is deep-rooted in the Assamese culture. It is not only a cultural
practice but is also a means of livelihood for rural people. It is estimated that about
75,000 villages out of 6.5 lac villages in India practice sericulture and Assam is
considered as a hub for the production of Eri and Muga silk.

In Assam, 60% of the women contribute substantially to the rural economy by
participating actively in almost all the activities of sericulture such as host plant leaf
harvesting, silkworm rearing, collection of dry leaves for spinning cocoons, spinning
of spun yarn, marketing of cocoons, pupae and silk fabric. Men are mostly involved in
heavier duties such as land preparation, procurement of fertilizers, etc. Apart from
being a mode of income, silkworms also form an integral part of Assamese cuisine. Eri
polui.e. pupae of Erisilkworm is used to prepare delicacies in Assam.

Truly said by Mahatma Gandhi - 'Every women of Assam is a born weaver. No Assamese
girl who does not weave can expect to become a wife. And she weaves fairy tales in cloth.’. This
statement rightly reflects the strong essence of silk in the lives of rural woman of
Assam and in their tradition.

Sangeeta Das

Research Scholar, Department of Zoology
Gauhati University

E-mail: sangeetadasccss@gmail.com
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